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No An 5 Faith and Obedi ence 10 divine Warn- 
ings and his Preſervation from the Deluge, 
confidered and improved. 
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E R M ON 


SHREWSBURY 


On Fripay February 6. 1756. 


Being the Day appointed by his MA IAST v 
to be obſerved, through Great-Britain and 
Treland, as a Day of ſolemn FasTinG and '2 
HuUMILIAT ION, on Account of the late | 
dreadful Earthquakes, and the preſent Situ- 
ation of our publick Affairs. 


— * r - 


By 0B ORTON. Kk_ 


_ 
un... »1»ů*ẽ«“ẽꝙ 


To which is added a Proſe- Tranſlation of a POE My 
by Carlo Maria Maggi, on the ſame Subject. 


Ml. 0 ut th 1 


— — — — 


DiscitTs Jus rITIAM MON ITI— 


Son of Man, I haue made thee a Watchman unto the Houſe of 
IsRAEL; therefore——give them Warning from me. 
Ezekiel iii. 17. 
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e care to look on them, unleſs 7 ſatis- 
Hed what they are, whence they come, and upon 
what Views. If the following Sermon ſtrolls in- 
fo-tbe Hands of any befides the Author's particu- 
lar Friends, the chief Deſign of this Preface is to 
inform them, that it was far from his Intention 
to publiſh a Sermon, compoſed folely for the Uſe 
of bis oun Congregation, or indeed any thing 
elſe; as he is deſirous to fleal filently thro' the 
World, without unneceſſarily expofing himſelf to 
its Cenſures, or riſqung that ſbare of Eſteem, 
which GOD hath given him. But ſome, who 
beard the Sermon, fo earneſtly ſollicited the Pub 
lication, that he could not deny their Requeſt, 
without appearing ungrateful to them for thetr 
Faithful affectionate Friendſhip thro' ſeveral 
Years, Many better Sermons were preached on 
the ſolenm Occaſion ;- ſeme of them will probably 
be publiſhed; and may a divine Bleſſing accom- 
pany them! Perhaps the plain Dreſs in which 
the important Truths and Exhortations, here pro- 
poſed, appear, may render them more acceptable 
and ufeful to the poor and unlearned, than the 

3 more 


iv. The PREFACE. 
mort judicious and accurate Diſcuurſes f my. 
Brethren an the ome Ovcafion:- rnd iy, bro” 
the. divine Faucur, they. may edify* tbe proreſt 
and nieaneſt Cbriſtian, Lido"  perufeth them, bd 
ſhall be thankful and think amr try 
n them well rewurd ed. 

\\ The decent, ſtrict and religious n in 
avhich be Faſt was obſerved thro' this. Tow 
and, 1 believe, ibo the Nation, may juſtly! | 
dered as a Token for Good, that GOD will yet be 
favourable to our. Laws and I cannot but con- 
Ader it alſo.as an Intimation, that the. Minds of its 
. Inhabitants are now; in an unuſual Degree, open 

to Conviction. I am defirous to erde . e and 
firengthen the gcod Impreſfions, which, I hope, 
were on that Day made upon many Hearts. May 
all whe ſhall peruſe the following Pages attend 16 
their own Concern in them, and criticiſe, not them, 
but their own Condct! This I may, and db, 
particularly expert from my own Society, of whoſe 
Jerious Attention and great Candeur 1 have had 
long and pleaſing Experience, and whom, as my 
beloved Sons, 1 again warn. I am @ Debtor to 
them, and many others in the Town, for much 
undeſerved Reſpect; and know not how to make 
them a better Reflern, than to put into therr Hands, 
and urge upon their Hearts, theſe ſeaſenable Ad- 
monitions and Advices. 

The Tranſlation of Maggi's excellent and pathe- 
tic Poem, at the Chſe cf the Sermon, was pub- 
hiſked (with the Poem itſelf in the Itahan Lan- 

guage) 


The PREFACE. | v. 


guage) in one f the daily Papers, on the Day 
before tbe Faſt, as 4 Arts Preparatiur for 
> Ne of it; and it appeared ſo uta. 
my Subjetb, aud jo congruous to my Defign, 
2 22 annex it to the Sermon." I hope 
it m 5 at leaſt gratiſy the Curioſity of thoſe; aul 

diſappointed in the Sermon itſelf,” and help 
ths Eber thts and Motives, wohich 9 contains, 
to' come with greater Force on their Minds, who 
are diſpoſed ſeriouſly to attend to them. I» defire 
the Prayers of my Friends, that I may take the 
Warning, m 11 which Jam ſollicitous to give 


others, and Ys obtain Mercy of the Lore 70 
be faitigful. Amen, 
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4. Xi. 7. 


ty Faith Noam, being warned of Gad: of Things 
"A 27 zen at yet, moved with Fear, prepared an 

to the eter af his Houſe; by the which. 
1 condemned the World, and became: al 
as Rigpteoufneſs, which. is by Faith... 


\ HE 5 of divine Provides is 
often myſterious, but. always. wiſe. E- 
very ſerious Mind will reflect upon it, and grow. 
better by the Reflection. In the gentle Ad- 
miniſtrations of Provi dence, which are com- 
mon: anch give no Alarm, there is Room for 
much uſeful Contemplation: but when Go 
riſeth out of his Place to puniſh the Inhapi- 
tants of the Earth for their Iniquity, and ro- 
duceth uncommon Events of a very 
tous Nature and wide Extent, they at * 
ſtrike the Mind, give a general Alarm; and 
it muſt be the greateſt Stupidity not to regard 
them. Gop's Hand hath been remarkably lift- 
ed up to ſtrike ſome Nations, and threaten o- 
thers, | I hope the Inhabitants of our Howe 

ve 


Anis 


18.1 

have ſeen it, and are heartily complying with 
the Call- of our gracious Sovereign (ever wach- 
ful 80 7 Pep 's Good) to hig Kingdoms, 
28 join 90 bers lick Humiliation this\Day ; as 
| tful Perſon muſt eſteemn it very 
3 ene and beneficial... To pro- 
mote your Improvement of this Solemnity, 
and the Events which have occafioned it, and 
to aſſiſt you likewiſe in your Preparations for 
whatever Diſtrefſes Gop may ſend. upon o 

own Nations, S, I. would now recommend. the 
Example of Neat" to Pos, be 0 Attention, 


and careful 125 ation oſtle recom- 
mend it to yon ny The 7880 5 ſays, 
Thing Faith Noah, Ni Wa of Def 
in s noi ſe ſcen et N with epared 

to the* 21683 " of . bis” LS by the 


4 hich he condemned the Werld. and. Ree: Heir 


of the Righteouſneſs, which. is Faith, 1 which, 
Words 5 ol naturally 225 x 


00 918 1 92d rve, *1017 Migie 


I. The Warning given to Noah of mA 
© -Oproathing Calamity. yr. 

be 1 85 he Was ecke with the Warn ning, 

III. 


114. 1191 3 


The Conduct to: which i it led him. 
IV. The happy Effects of that Ee, = 
After I have briefly Mluftraed theſe Part- 


N 1 will direct you to dhe 2 Improve- 
nn of * 


1 [ 
as p 
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is Ch . 141 


ra e311 | ss | 2 
7 J. Let us conſider the Warning given 
eee, ee ee 
' Noah, a juſt Man and upright, who walked 
with God, and was righteous 3 ore him in that 
Generation, was warned of God (a). The ſacred 
Hiſtorian does not inform us how the Admo- 
nition was given ; but Noah; being uſed to re- 
ceive Reniletions of the divine Will, certainly 
knew the Admonition came from Gop, and 
could not be deceived. He was warned of 
Things not ſeen as yet; was informed that a'De- 
lu 50 of Water would be poured out on the 
whole Earth. This was the more remarkable, 
as the Rainbow's being appointed the Token of 
the Covenant, that Gop would not again deſtroy 
the Earth by a Flood, makes it probable that 
there had been no Rain before the Flood; the 
Ground being watered by a thick Dew or Miſt 
(b). The Calamity threatened was ſuch, as the 
World had never ſeen, and of which, as far as 
Men could diſcern, there was no preſent Sign 
or Probability. But Gop warned Noah, that 
he would ſend this Judgment; repreſented the 
general Corruptionand Wickedneſs of the World 
as the Cauſe of it; and deſcribed its Extent, that 
it ſhould deſtroy all Mankind, and all Fleſh that 
moved upon the Earth. At the ſame Time Noah 
was commanded to make an Ark, or large Ship, 
to preſerve himſelf, his Family, and ſome of 
. B each 
(a) Gen, vi. 9. vii. 1. (b) Gen. ii. 5, 6. 


I 10 1 
each Species of Creatures o the! Earth to be 
! Generale oLeb us obſerve 


DH ws affect ea Red with” "this ef! Or 


A&I 5 5 


ts 4 Warning Ne 1201. as ehen tis 
— This is deſcribes. is two Barticulate zi 
believed the Truth of what:G oD-declared; and 
had a pidus Fear of his judgments. -A be- 
keved the Truth: ef what! GOD declared. By 
Faith Noah; being warned, prepared an Ark: 
Faith, as the Evidence, or full Conviction, of 
Things not ſeen: Faith in the Being of Gop 
and all the Revelations he made; and a De- 
pendance on his Declarations, whether promi- 
ling or threatening. Noah firmly believed the 
Power of Gop; that he was able to fend 2 
general Deluge, how unlikely ſoever it might 
ſeem; and hi Veracity, that he would certain- 
ly ſend it, and that GOD would Hearts: him, 
if he followed his Directions. ; 

Further, Noah had à pious. Fear: of divine 
Judgments, Being moved with Fear. * it 
was a pious Fear appears from the Effect it 
produced, and from the Word uſed by the A- 
poſtle in the Text , Which properly ſignifies, 
receiving any divine Revelation in the right 
Manner. A fimilar Word is uſed by this Apoſtle 
and tranſlated godly Frar, and it is particularly 
uſed concerning Cbriſt, when he ſays, he was 
heard, in that he feared, becauſe he feared, * 
0 | as 
1 eulabetheis, 


\ 


[ vx 1 | 
| (6s niches Margin): /ar bin hug te, Ns beat | 
bur-what:was rationab and 4 eeerne 
the Heart of Chr:f, or render his P 
acceptable to GD. Noah's Faith produced 1 ö 
moſt rational and pious Fear, which excited him 
to Obedience: He was afraid bf being ungrate- 
ful: to Go», who had honoured him with theſe 
Diſcoveries; of being difobedient to his Com- 
mands, incurring bis Diſpleaſure, hike the reſt 
of the World, and conſequently ſharing with 
them in the general 8 that Was ap4 
E Let us conſider 681444 1 2900 — 


8 III. The Conduct to Wiſh theſe A | 
ions led bim. r 


And that was, 1 to obey the Coms 
1 of Go»; but theſe Particulats are men. 
tioned or implied in the Text He provided 
for bis own Safety by building \the Arb. "Pho! 
it required great Pains-and Labour, and 
Hands to com fo large a Veſſel; and tho, 
it is probable, he met with great Scorn and 
many Banters, while he was about it, yet ho 
reſolutely proceeded in his Work. He nouer 
_ aſked: how he ſhould: be able to finiſh it; how 
he ſhould get the Creatres in, who were to he 
preſerved and what would become of them 
when they were ſhut in; but left all that to 
Gop. His Confidence in ſurmounting theſo 
. and bearing the Contempt of tho 
Y B 2 | Ungodly, 

(e) Heb. v. 7. Xii. 28. eulabeias, | 


!] 

Uagodly, muſt liave had a firm! Foundation: 
and it Had fo, nainely, his Faith and pious Fear. 
811 ——— fer ile Preſervatium e 
nut Family; The Text intimates Be we gan- 
cerned for their Safety: He undoubtedly in- 
formed them of the divine Warning, inſtructed 
them in their preſent Duty, and prayed with 
them and for them; particularly that their Re- 
pentance might be promoted, and their Virtues 
improved, by the fight of ſuchoan amazing 
Cataſtrophe, — the Goodneſs of Go pin de- 
livering them from it.--+-Onee, mare, Noah 
warned the Warld about him. This is intimated 
in the Text, When it is ſaid; be condemned 
the World. His holy Fear reproved and con- 
demned their vain — and Preſumption; 
his Faith, their Unbelief; and his Obedience, 


their Contempt and Rebellion. Beſides this, he 
bote a publick Teſtimony againſt; their Wick- 


edneſs; admoniſhed hem: * the impending 
Evil, and exhorted them to repent. On this 
Aceount he is called by St. Peter, a: Preacher: 
of: Rrghteouſneſs (d). And the ſame {Apoſtle 
obſerves, that Ghrit by his Spirit, inſpiring and 
aſſiſting Noah, preached to the ald World, aubile 
the Ark was; preparing; even thoſe diſobedient 
Sinners, who..are now Spirits in the Priſon 
of Hell, waiting che Judgment of the great 
Day (e), The 5 itſelf was indeed a Warning: 
_ Blaw:of the Inſtruments. uſed in prepar- 
2 ing 
(4) 2 Pet ti. .5: (e) VBA lil,” 19, 20. 


lee the Prediction of divine V 


1 739 

Augen to them; but the 
in Noah aſſiſted him to deliver the Wa 
with due Beriouſmeſs and. Sotemiity rl: ine not 
ble that ——— for ſe- 
veral Months or Years about the World to give 
them Warning. Undoubtedly: h 

tbem; for he is mentioned with — — 
as ſuch powerful Interceſſors with Gon; that if 
any Thing could turn away his Wrath, their 
Prayers would —_ ee ende to conſider, vin 
the laſt: Place, „ tg 


2 IV. The happy Ra kr Noahs ; Condudt: | 


Flle and his Family were faved' from the ge- 
neral Deſolation; he obtained an honourable 
Character, and was gracioufly accepted of God. 
He and his Family were ſaved from the ge- 


Daſolation;: The wicked World 28 


ſpared, till the Inſtrument of their Salvation 
was as prefleredl: The Ungodly' would — 
an 

provide for their Security; therefore were 
all deſtroyed: but MWab and his Houſe were 
ſaved. Gop watched over the Ark, ſteered: its 
Courſe, and brought them out of it in 
when the 1 was removed and mo Ground 
yn — Noah eb an' Ry Cha- 
rater, ond Wat gratiaufly accepted of 60D. 

I is pronounced a #7ghteous Perſon by the 
5 higheſt 


(f) Exel. xiv. 20. 


Fu 
higheſt Authority) and the beſt Judge; _ 
is obſerved, that he is the firſt to whom the 
Title of a rrghteous Man is in ture. 
His Name is recorded Pana the 
Old — — the Text, placed 
among thoſe Worthies, whoſe Faith is ſo 
ly extolled. He aſſo berame Heir: of tbe Rig 
oufneſs which is by Faith; that * 
_ which: is imputed to every ſincere Believer: 
He was accepted of Go, as if he had been 
perfectly righteous, tho his Character was im- 
perfect. His Faith, producing fincere and chear- 
ful Obedience to the divine Commands, was 
in the Room of perfect Obedience. 
Vea, the Text, compared with other Paſſages 
of Scripture which ſpeak of Jjuſtification by 
Faith, intimates to us, that he became an Heir 
of the Happineſs of the heavenly World, of 
that eternal Salvation, which was typified by 
his Deliverance from the Deluge he the Ark. 
I hope, Brethren. you perceive, by what has 
been laid before you in order to illuſtrate the 
Text, how naturally it may be accommodated 
to ourſelves; to the Circumſtances of 
ſame foreign Nations and our own; and to the 
Deſign of our preſent Aſſem Let us then 
ſeriouſly apply each of the particulars ſuggeſted 
in the Text to ourſelves,” and carefully 8 
W ol the ITY ubm un 


K. 


1 
1 Dar "DF LEPC 11 eee 3orixft: 


oi cron Minn a 2199; 2817 — 1 3 
e 10 attend 
Kit | 


argings which G Gena, 

given, us. als: © 11 dul DAE one bie 
One great End of the Services of this Day 

is to -ithpreſs: this i t Truth upbn our 
Hearts. . — in the Barth 
(faith the 


et) ibe Inbabitonts: of -the 
Warld will learn Righteouſneſs. When Go 
lifts up his Hand, he expects that we ſee it and 
regard its Operations. He hath given us many 
Admonitions of the Neceflity of Thought 
fulneſs, Humiliation and Repentance; of re- 
turning to the Lord and learning Ri neſs. 
He hath warned us by his Word in general; by 
his Threatnings :againſt the ſinful and diſ- 
obedient, againſt Apoſtates and Backſliders. 
His Goſpel reveals his Wrath from Heaven a- 
gainſt all Unrighteouſneſs and Ungoalineſi of Men. 
He hath warned us by the Deſolations he hath 
formerly made in the Earth, which loudly: 
proclaim his univerſal Empire, Power and Jus- 
tice, and his Diſpleaſure againſt Sin; eſpecially 
by thoſe Deſolations which his Word directs 
us to look upon as immediate Puniſhments for 
Sin, and which were written for our Admonitt- 
on; particularly the Deſtruction of the old World. 
He warns us by the Monuments of that De- 
ſtruction, which are ſtill to be ſeen. Perhaps 


we may reckon the high Mountains and craggy 
Rocks 


036} 
Rocks among theſe; at leaſt the ShUlls and Bories 
of "Fiſhes, Which are often 17 in the 


Ground, and u 5 Hills, at nce 
from the Sea. Rambow A us of it, 
and writes upon the the Clouds this awful Truth, 
that with'GOD is terrible Majeſty. He hath 
warned us of late by as dreadful, deſtructive 
and extenſive Earthquakes, as were ever known, 
and in which his Hands moſt apparent. The 
Particulars of theſe Convulſions, and the De- 
ſolations they have occaſioned, are ſo well 
known, and you have ſo often been reminded 
of them in a publick Manner, that I need not 
at this Time enter into the melancholy Detail. 
Theſe awful Events diſplay the irreſiſtible Pow- 
er of Gop, in whoſe Hand are the deep Plates 
of the Barth; who removeth the Mountains and 
know not; who overturneth them in his An- 
ger ; who "ſhaketh the Earth out of = Place, 
and the Pillars thereof tremble (g). ma- 
nifeſt the Weakneſs of Man; how 2115 e the 
greateſt and ſtrongeſt are to reſiſt his Power, 
when they are vifited of the Lord of Hoſts with 
a great "Noiſe, and with Earthquake, and the 
Flame of devouring Fire (h). They diſplay his 
Diſpleaſure againſt Sin, and are ſolemn Alarms 
and W arnings * a pullty World. At his Wrath 
the Earth ſhall tremble. When the Foundations 
.of the Earth do ſhake ;\ when the Earth is mov- 
ed exceedi "gy; When it reels to and fro like a 
| Drunkard, 

© Je i ix. 5, 6. (h) Ja. xxix. 6 


171 | 
Dmmlard; it is the, Trenſgreffion chere that is 


| heavy, upon. it (i). Such Events ſhew us 

Va of, the World, and that the Faſhion . 

| 72 mere They warn us, not to bui 
Happineſs upon this Earth, the Foualatk. 
on of which are ſo tottering, but to ſeek an 
Subſtance, an unfading Inheritance, 
a 2055 which hath immovable Foundations, and 
a Kadom gdom which cannot; be. ſhaken. Tho 
(Bleſſed be Gop) we haye none of us as, yet 
ſeen ſuch Deſolations, and few of us ever felt 
the Shock of an Earthquake, yet we have 
heard and read ſo much * them of late, that 
we, ſhall. be more inexcuſable than the old 
World, if we do not attend to the Warning. 
God hath ſpoken once and again in an awful 
Manner, and 3 ſpoken to us. When a Parent 
corrects one Child in a Family, there is a Lan- 
guage in the Action; he {j to, and warns, 
the reſt. When a Magiſtrate executes Judgment 
upon one in a Town or County, he warns the 
whole. When the great King, the Lord of 
Hoſts, viſits one Nation with a fore Judgment, 
he ſpeaks. to all the Earth; and the Language 
is very plain and forcible. His Word ſets before 
us the Reaſon and Deſtgn of ſuch Judgments, 
and enforces the Warnings of his Providence. 
There is a remarkable Paſſage to this Purpoſe 
in the Prophecy of 2 7 which is "ey 
SATAN to our Preſent Circumſtances (k), 7 
C have 

Gi) Ji. xxiv. 49, 20. (x) Zepb. iii. 6, 9. 


£ 


have cut-off the. Nations, . their. Towers are deſa=. 
late ; I made. their Streets. waſte, that none paſſeth 
\: their Cities are deſtroyed, ſo that there is no 
Thet u, that there. is,none Inhabitant. T ſaid, furely 
#hou wilt fear mes thou wilt recewve Inſtruction. 
Your Miniſters, defirous to approve themſelves 
to Go p and your Conſciences as Preathers' of = 

Righteouſneſs and faithful Watchmen, have again 
ind again given you Warning, and called upon 
you to fear Go p and receive Inſtruction. Our 
gracious Sovereign by his royal Proclamation 
renews the Warning. The preſent Criſis of our 
publick Affairs, and the Proſpect of an Invaſion 
and another War, ſo ſoon after the late Peace, 
warns us all to prepare to meet Gop in the 
Way of his Judgments, |. Surely ſuch repeated, 
fuch awful Admonitions deſerve the moſt reve- 
rent and ſerious Regard. Nay, the Scripture 
aſſures us, that there is a great and terrible Day 
coming, when Gop will again deſtroy the 
whole Earth; that a Deluge of Fire ſhall over- 
whelm it; and all its Works ſhall be burnt up. 
It is kind in Gop to give us theſe Warnings : 
It is his Defign that we ſhould obſerve them; 
and O that every one of us may lay them to 
Heart! How juſtly may I apply to theſe re- 
ted Admonitions thoſe lively Words of the 
rophet Amos (I), Shall a Trumpet be blown in 
the City, to; give the Alarm of War, and the 
People not be afraid? Shall there be Evil in a 
„ „ 


(1) Ames iii. 6, 8. 


Gn, and the Lord * nor done it? De Lian 


ath-raared; who aii not fru? Nhe Lord GOD 
Bae (poten ;, obo can but prophecy? Who is ſo 
ſtupid. as not to foreſee, Himſelf; and to fore? 
warn others of, approaching Dinger? N 
2. Let us labour to have our Minds pro- 
perly affected with theſe divine Warn- 
r n ien bat 
It is not ſufficient, ſurely; to talk of them, 
and the Events or Proſpects that occaſion them. 
It is moſt clearly our Duty to impreſs them 
deeply upon our Hearts; to make them tlie 
Subject” of our cloſe and frequent Reflection, 
and to conſider how it is reaſonable, and how 
Gop expects, we ſhould be affected and influ- 
enced by them. Let us then, like Noab; 
firmly” believe divine Warnings. The Faith; 
which the Scripture requires, and for which 
Noab is applauded, is not a ſpeculative Aﬀent 
to che Truth of the moſt weighty Propoſitions, 
but a firm Perſuaſion of their Certainty, and a 
deep Conviction of their Importance. Let us 
therefore take Pains to fix and preſerve upon 
our Minds a ſtrong Conviction of the Hand of 
Gop in all publick as well as perſonal Cala- 
mities, tho' they may be ſuppoſed to happen 
by natural, Cauſes; for he firſt diſpoſed, and 
ſtill manages, - theſe: Cauſes, and directs the ſe- 
veral Circumſtances of their Operation. Let 
us give entire Credit to what Reaſon, and Re- 

Ks . velation 
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velation inform us of GDs almighty Power 
over; the whole Univerſe, and that he can 
uniſh any Nation, our on particularly, as he 
hath puniſhed others. Let us ſteadih believe 
that, if we do. not take the; Warning, but ge 
ments: At leaſt, that every particular Perſon, 
who is diſobedient to the Admonitions of Pro- 
vidence and Scripture, ſhall by no Means eſcape 
the Damnation of Hell. On the other Hand, 
let us endeavour after a deep Conviction, that 
Rag Meoufneſ exalteth and ſecureth a Nation; or 
that, whatever becomes of a particular Nation, 
it ſhall certainly be well with every righteous 
Soul. Let us not be governed by Senſe, as moſt 
Men are, but labour to attain. a Firmneſs of 
Faith, and daily pray that the Lord would in- 
creaſe it; that being ſtrong in Faith we may 
give Glory to Gop, and work Righteouſneſs. 
Noab believed the divine Admonitions and 
Threatnings, tho' the judgment denounced 
had never happened: We ſhall be without 
Excuſe, if we do not believe them, when 
national Deſolations have often happened, and 
fo lately too. Further, Let us endeavour” 10 
impreſs our Hearts with a pious Fear. This 
ſtands oppoſed to Pride and Preſumption, as 
if we were in no Danger; to a. careleſs indiffe- 
rent Spirit; unaffected with the Judgments 
brought upon others, or upon our Country, It 
18 


= 211 
is quite the Reverſe of that Diſp6fitidh, wick 
leads to Luxury and Love of Pleaſure. Theſe 
are the ptevailing Sins ef our Nation at preſent, 
and che Indulgence of them is never mote ab-. 
ſurd unreaſonable and criminal, than when the 
Lord hath a Controverſy with the Nations, and 
is pouring out his Indignation upon them. 
Should” we then make" Mirth (m)? Fear is the 
ſtrongeſt Principle in human Nature, and is 
generally the firſt which ſets the Soul in Mo- 
tion towards Gop and divine Things. En- 
courage then this Paſſion; but be careful it is 
not a ſervile deprefling Fear, which hath Tor- 
ment; but, iks' Noah, a pious hol Fear; 2 
Dread of being ungrateful and diſobedient to 
Gov, and falling under his Diſpleaſure. The 
Alarms that have been given us, the Dangers 
that threaten us, may juſtly excite our Fears; 
eſpecially when we conſider how much Iniquity 
abounds,” and the Love of many waxeth cold; 
and that the Patience and Goodneſs of G op in 
ſparing us hithertg, and ufing only gentle Me- 
thods to lead us to Repentance, e hal 
that Effect, which they were intended, and are 
adapted, to produce. It may reaſonably be 
expected that our Fleſh ſhould tremble for 
Fear of Gov, and that we ſhould be afraid of 
his Judgments,” In Order to promote and main- 
tain this pious Fear in your Hearts, conſider, 
what a fearful Thing it is to fall into the we” 
3 in | 0 


tm) Ezal. xi. 10. 
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Ar ing 605 wheth er immediately into 
fs Bl by Plague Famine or Earthquake; or 
be given by him into the Hands of our Ene- 
mies. How dreadful would any of 'thefe Judg- 
ments be! eſpecially to a Nation, that has been 
fo highly favoured by Heaven, as the Britiſh 
has been If he contends with ſuch a Nation, 
who cun ftand before his Indignation ? Who can 
abide the  Fiercineſs, of hit Anger! Fear ye not 
me, faith the Lord? Will ye not tremble at my 
Preſence © Who knoweth the Power of his Anger? 
It exceeds our greateſt Fears. I would willingly 
encourage this pious Fear, becauſe our Nation 
ſeems to be in Danger of ſinking thro Pride, 
Confidence in an Arm of Fleſh, deſpiſing our 
Enemies, and forgetting Go p. I fear our Days 
may too juſtly be com to the Days of 
Noab; for our Lord obſerves (n), 1n the Days 
that were before the Flood, they were. eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in 222 
minding nothing but worldly Buſineſs 
ſenſual Delights, without any well-groun- 
ded Hopes, or well - directed 3 5 untill the 
Day that: Noah entered into the Art; and 
knew not, conſidered not, would not fear and 
take the Warning, till the Flood came and took 
them all away. O that ue were wiſe; that -we 
underſtood this, that we would cunſider aur latter 
End! Hoping that your Minds are in ſome 
Meaſure affected as Noab's was, Lad 
a . 


n) Matt. xxiv. 38. 
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Let us ekert ourfelves\ in a a 
5. e to diyine Warnings. : 4 


_ Lok W iind dhe Examp Ie of Noab 
viding fri ini nifty ahi for the by yo of 
our Families; and by doing what we can to 
ſave all about W4+-Lof hs firft provide for our 
own Safety. This is to be Ber by humbling 
ourſelves under the mighty Hand of Gop, 
and by turning, every one, from his evil Ways. 
Let us conſider, with what Sins our Conſcien- 
ces would accuſe us, if the Earth were now 
trembling under us, and immediately put them 
away. To-day, while it is called To-day, let 
us fly to the Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, as our Ark, of 
which Noah's was a Figure. Let it be remem- 
bered, that out of him there is nothing but 
certain Deſtruction. Every other x e 
ve a e TLyes (o), as ineffectual to 
— us — ; uo Don as the higheſt 
Trees Towers or Hills were to ſave the Inha- 
bitants of the old World from the Deluge. 
This Ark Go hath prepared. The Door of 
it ſtands open. There is Room enough for 
you all. Cbriſt invites you to come to him. 
and he will in no wiſe caſt you out. He will 
fave you from Sin, your greateſt Enemy, and 
from future: Miſery, the moſt dreadful Cala- 
mity. Flee to hs Ark quickly, before the 
Door 1 is ſhut. Abide in' it, where you will 


have 


(o) J. xxviii, 16, 17. 


| Les! 
have a ſecure and delightful Abode. And let 
it be your conſtant Cate to live àgrecnble tothe 
Encourageents nd Hopes, whith the Oofpe! 
o er rs PIER 
 '* Endeavour to provide allo for the Safety of 
Jour Families, as Noah did for the Saving of 
is Houſe. Exhort them, watch over them, 


d pray for them. Take Pains to excite their 
Faith in GoD, and Fear of his Diſpleaſure. 
Lead them to make ſerious and uſcful Reflec- 
tions on the late Calamities, and bur preſent 
Danger. Frequently admoniſh them not to 
flight the Warnings of Gop's Providence and 
Word, nor abuſe his Patience and Kindneſs. 
Preſerve them, as far as you are able, from fol- 
lowing a Multitude to do Evil, leſt, by par- 
taking of their Sin, they alſo partake of Geir 
Plagues; and direct them to Chriſt, whoſe Pre- 
rogative Glory and Pleaſure it is to deliver from 
the Wrath to come. | 

Further, Do what you can to ſave all about 
you. Like Noah, warn them who are unruly, 
exhort one another daily, endeavour to eſtab- 
liſh thoſe who are wavering, and encourage 
thoſe who are ſober and hopeful. When Gop's 
Judgments on other Nations, or the preſent 
Circumſtances of our own Country, are the 
Subjecte of Converſation, ſpeak of them with 
Seriouſneſs, and a due Regard to the Provi- 
dence of Gop; that your Friends and Ac- 
quaintance may perceive how deeply your own 

Hearts 
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earth os en with them, and how, de- 
us Jaw are to affect theirs, Preach, as Noah 
Ad, by your holy unblameable Examples. By 
a regular caſy; Strictneſs of Life, commend 
yourſelves to every Man's Conſcience, and your 
Example to every_Man's Imitation, as in the 
Sight of Gop,--Finally, Be earneſt Interceſſors 
with GOD for. others, as Noah was. Continue 
to pray for the Nations, whom Gon has viſited 
with a great Earthquake, ſuch, perhaps, as mat 
not fince Men were upon the Earth, ſo mighty 
an Earthquake and ſo great (p); that they may 
be ſupported under the Loſs of their Relations, 
Friends and Subſtance; that they may be hum- 
bled, penitent and reformed ; that this Deſo- 
lation may diſpoſe thoſe, who are led away by 
ſtrong Deluſions to hate perſecute and 22 
all, who will not join in their 8 itions, 
deſiſt from Practices ſo provoking to the Gop 
of Love, ſo contrary to the Genius of the Goſ- 
pel of Peace, and ſo injurious to the true Intereſt 
of their Country. Pray, that the noble Cha- 
rity, which this proteſtant Nation has ſhewn 
to one of them in their deep Diſtreſs, may con- 
ciliate their Minds to the Reformation, Gop 
can, by his Spirit accompanying his Judgments, 
produce ſo glorious an Effect, however impro- 
able it may ſeem. May they ca tbeir Idols 
of: Silver and Gold, which they made, each one 
for himſelf to worſhip, and all their other Su- 
D perſtitions 


<3 
[1 
: 


* 
- 


(p) Rev. xvi. 18, 


0 0 ee e 
rſtitions, to the Moles and to "the Bats, for 
2 of the Lord, and for the Gioty of hi- 
Majeſty, ſince he is ariſen to ſbate terribly. the 
Earth (q)! May that Prophecy in the Reve- 
lation, to whatever Event it immediately refers, 
become applicable to Liſbon and the other 
Cities that have been ſhattered; There, was a 
great Earthquake, and the tenth part of the City 

fell, and in the Earthquake. were flam of Men 

ſeven Thouſand; and the Remnant were affrighted 
and gave Glory to the GOD of Heaven (r)! 
Pray without ceaſing for our own Nations and 
our Colonies, that we may take the Warning 
Gop is giving us; that we may fear the Lord 
and his Goodneſs, to which our Preſervation is ow - 
ing, and turn unto him, before his Anger break 
forth like Fire, and there be none to quench 
it. But ſet about theſe important Duties and 
friendly Services immediately. There's no Time 
to be loſt. In ten Minutes Time this Town may 
be deſtroyed by an Earthquake: In as ſhort a 
Space our whole Ifland may be buried in the 
Sea; Or (what in my Opinion would be worſe 
than that) in a few Months our Enemies may 
take Poſſeſſion of our Country, make it a Pro- 
vince to France, and put an End to our moſt 
valuable Enjoyments. then is on the Lord's 
Side? Who, on the Side of his Country? Let 
Him, without Delay, perſue theſe Advices, and 
| „ 


(4) Ja. ii. 20, 21. (r) Rev. xi. 13. 
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«i Letus be teste to e Conduct by 1 
Nuoab s Deliverance. and Happineſs. 5 


© Confider, Brethren, that every one who, like 
Nee, is juſt and upright, walks with Gop, and 
s becher to him in this perverſe er 
mall ind Grace in the Eyes of the Lord (3). 
Gop fees that it will be ſubſervient to his led 
eſt Good, he ſhall be preſerved from ſharing 
in national Calamities and have his Life given 
him for a Prey. If he ſhould, in common with 
others, loſe his s Subſtance and Liberty, the Curſe 
and Sting of the Affliction will be taken away, 
and he will be able to rejoice in the Lord, and 
to joy in the GOD of his Salvation. (t) Hows 
ever, he ſhall certainly eſcape-everlaſting De- 
ſtruction; and the overwhelming Flood, which 
wall drive the ungodly to Hell, ſhall not come 
nigh him. He ſhall be fafe in Chriſt, and tho 
Promiſes and Engagements of the everlaſting 
Covenant, which was the Object of his lively 
Faith and earneft Deüire.— Thepiety Zeal and 
Prayers of ſuch a righteous Man may contri- 
bute to the ſaving of the Nation, or ſhortninig 
the Days of Evil. The innocent ſhall ver 
the Iſland, and it is delivered by tbe Pureneſs of 
1 Hands (u). He aſſiſts in making. up the 
D 2 Breach, 
Gen. vi. 8. 0 Habak. iii. 18.) 
0 (u) Job xxii, 30. Margin. 


in the Gap before the Lord for the Land, us 


[28] 
Breach, which Sin hath occaſioned; and fand 


he may not destroy it (w).-—He may at 'leaſt be 
ſucceſsful in ſaving his Houſe, ſaving them from 


eternal Death; and making them, with himſelf, 


Heirs of | the "Righteouſneſs, which is by Faith, 
and of the Kingdom, which Gop hath prepa- 
red for them that love him. -Or if, like Noah, 


he ſhould labour in vain, and the Diſobedience 


of thoſe, whom he inſtructs and warns, ſhould 
prove invincible, he ſhall in no wiſe loſe his Re- 
ward. The unbelieving, the proud, and the 
ſecure may deſpiſe him, as they did Noah, laugh 
at his Fears as groundleſs and ſuperſtitious; his 
Faith, as abſurd and enthuſiaſtical; and his 
Warnings, as impertinent and cenſorious: but 
let them laugh on: IT hope no good Man will 
be frightened or diſcouraged by the Cracklin 

of Thorns under a Pot, for ſuch, in Solomon's 
Judgment, is the Laughter of a Fool (x). And 
there is a Time coming, when they ſhall mourn 
and weep, for they ſhall fall under everlaſtin 

Contempt; and he ſhall rejoice, for Gop will 
honour him. He hall be mine, ſaith the Lord 
of Hoſts, in that Day when I make up my Jew- 
ells, and, when the proud and all they that do 
wickedly ſhall be burnt up, I vill ſpare him, 


as a" Man ſpareth bis own Son that ſerveth 


um (y).---Let theſe Motives, as. illuſtrated and 
| enforced 
(w) Exel. xxii. 30. (x) Eccl, vii. 6. 
. ini. 17. 5 


ever future Scenes ariſe, Whatever evil Tidings 
alarm, whatever Peſolations come upon our 
Country, you will be kept in perfect Peace. 
You will hear the ſupreme Sovereign ſaying to 
you, by his Word and Spirit, as he did to his 
antient Feople, in that Paſſage of the Prophecies 
of Jaiab, where there ſeems to be an Alluſion 
to Moab's Preſervation in the Ark (2), Come, my 
People, enter thou, into thy Chambers, and ſhut 
thy Doors about thee; bide thyſelf" as it were for a 
little Moment, untill the Indignation be averpaſt, 
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155 PROSE-PRANSLATION | 


Of an Ealan Por lf of © 
" Catts MARIA Magor., 


On the ſame Sun Jer. TS 


O AHcried aloud to the perverſe TY 
That the Bow of divine Wrath was bent; 
d ſtill more by his Actions, than his Words 
He warned them: Intent to compleat the Ark. 
But theſe were thought fantaſtic Fears 

Of failing Age, or b oy of Sin Mind? 
And the gay mY | 
e Prophet, continuing its Impurities, | 


The Impious ſaid among themſelves, 4 For many Years 


c The ſame repeated Threatnings have reſounded, 
« Yet ſtill eternal Gobdneſs ſuſpends the Blow; 


cc And tho' the World be bad, — Goodneſs leſſens not. 


&«& Heaven is not ſo ſevere as to condemn us | 
Bolts, whene'er it thunders: 
« Rare are the Example of divine Wrath, 

« For Man deſtroyed, its Altars would be loſt ”, 


Mean while the Brutes in Pairs continu'd entring 
The finiſh'd Edifice: They ſtand and gaze. 
Obedient to the holy Builder, ran 

The Bears, the Tygers, and each fierceſt Animal, 
He that a while in Buſßence at this Sight, 

Hath ſome Suſpicion of the divine Scou 

Defends himſelf againſt it by the Pleaſure of Sin; ; 
And in Order to fear leſs, becomes more guilty. 


Becaufe Remorſe is painful, not Tran 
He blunts that Pain, and cares not for 
He hardens himſelf, with the Callus of Cuſtom, 
Againſt the ſharp Inflrument intended for his Cure, 
With the poiſoned Opium of Guilt 


« To fall by its fiery 


ſgreſſion, 


ecovery; 


He 


r, Leth 


He procures a. | Pa 
H goes on to of ki he eee je Bring 


And then multiplies the Evil, — 


But the Ark is ſhut. And now with gath' rin 
The gloomy Skies are preſt around on N "a 

Then thro* the very Bones e 

Runs a ſtill colder roft of 

Vet even againſt ſuch viſible We 7 

A Veil of new Deceits is ſought again. | ' 
« Theſe are, they ſay, the uſual Clouds of Winter”, as] 

Never are Sophiſtries wanting to the obſtinate. l 


And now behold ! of the celeſtial Sources 

The Cataracts are opened on the wicked; 
And ſtill the wicked haſte not leſs to fin, © 
In the Face of that awful Vengeance now ſo certain. J 
Each one runs to the Towers, to the Hills, to the Moun- 
And no one looks for Aid to Heaven above. [ tains, 
They would fly from the Wrath—and Flight is vain. ' 
They will not appeaſe it—and they might with Eaſe, 


O fooliſh Blindneſs ! haughty Obſtinacy 

Of the Sin-harbouring human Heart! 

Before divine Wrath ſends its Arrows forth, 

It ſhews How ſhakes them, and the Threat is lighted, 
The guilty Soul, its own worſt Enemy, 

Will not accept the Safety Mercy offers ; 

Nor will the wretched Scorner be induc'd 

Beneath the lifted Axe to ſue for Peace. 


He ought; but blind Affection and bad Cuſtom 

Darken his Reaſon and fetter his Senſes, 

The juſt Diſdain of an-offended Deity 

At 2 denies him the moſt pow rful Aid; _ 

And if ſome Beam of Light darts on him from on bak. 
He ſhuts his Eyes againſt it, and deſponding, drowns, 
This is the Sinner's heavieſt Puniſhment, 

That the Pardon he once flighted, he at laſt deſpairs al. 


O my maternal Land! Thine is the Soil, 
Where-my Infant-Feet mark'd their firſt tremblin 1 
ek is the Air, ſo ſweet to me and pleaſing, Ws 


1321 
Which I firſt breath d, and ſaluted with my early Cties. 
Ah! what a black Storm now hangs over thee ! 

Well thou remembreſt—have I not foretold it? | 
Thou pierceſt my Heart——my' Grief is redoubled: 
For I love thee the more, now I fee thee in Diſtreſs. 

I have not indeed the Gift of Prophecy; _ 
I am one of the Offenders,” one of the moſt guilty : 
Yet often have my Verſes urged thee* | 

With humble Penitence to beg for Mercy. 

I know my Practice equats not my Words, 

And failing in Example, my Precepts have been loft, 
But how | Tho the Almighty ſcourge thy 'Guilt | 
Continually with new and ſevere Strokes 

And art thou not yet moved! 


One Meſſenger of Evil is cloſe followed by a worſe, 

And ftill—nay the more,—thy Iniquities increaſe. 

Yet this is the Time granted to provide for Safety: 
That thou may'ſt be aware of the Evil, it comes gradually. 
But thou ſlighteſt moſt the Threatnings ofteneſt repeated; 
They grow familiar, and make thee not ev'n pauſe: 

And ſuch exquiſite Mercy will but ſerve | 

To embitter thy Ruin with a keener Remorſe. 


Haſt thou now at length corrected thy Iniquities? 

Haſt thou yet reſtored Reverence to the Temples ? 

Thy Impurities, thy Frauds, thy Violences, 

Haſt thou ever effaced by a Chriſtian Example? 

That enormous Luxury, hateful to Heaven, 

Does it even ſeem put away from thee, in a Time like this? 
Rather, daily Provocations increaſe the divine Anger; 
The Wretch, inſolent in Miſery, is inſufferable. 


The Juſtice of Gop, who lives and reigns, 

Sees it—And wouldſt thou He ſhonld not be wroth? 
That the Anger, thou art continually kindling, 

Should be extinguiſhed of itſelf ? 

Doft thou provoke Vengeance—and then ſigh at it? 
But what a Sigh is thine? With ſhameful Pomp 

Thou honour'ft Sin, and breath'ft rebellious Pride. 
Penitence alone can appeaſe the Deity : | 

And think'ſ thou to move his Compaſſion by Inſolence? 


Ds L 33 Þ 2 
Recondfle thy ſelf to Gop, and in this be ſpeedy; 
Thou ſeeſt plainly now the Arrow on the String: 
Then from Him only expect true Comſort 
For He alone can make thy Sufferings bleſſet. 
The Earth, with its Kingdoms, is ſubject to Him; 
In His Hand is the Fate of Mortals. 
Whoever in this World would feel inward Peace, 
Let him have no Will but His, who governs it. 


Some Senſe of Suffering I grant to Nature ; 

But be it not ſuch as to deſtroy Duty. 

If ſome Sorrow riſes from our bodily Frame, 

Before it reach the Soul, let it exhale. 

The Earth is the Lord's, and all that therein is: 

He founded it upon the Seas, and prepared it on the Floods, 
That He might make its Changes, as He wi 

Now pleaſing to its Inhabitants, now bitter. 


By the Way of Suffering, only, we can attain 

That Place, where ev'ry Suffering ſhall vaniſh. 

The Path of Jeſus is a Path of Sorrows; 

Nor can His Followers have Truce with the World ; 
Such is His Guidance, Whoever will adhere to Him 
Let him deny himſelf, love the Croſs, and follow Him. 
In the Way where Chrift is, I make no Complaint; 
And if the Path be rough, I look to the Companion. 


Let the whole World be ſhaken—be deſtroy d; « 
Soon will theſe ſublunary Evils end. | 
If, at laſt, we arrive at the celeſtial Throne, 

What poſlible Harm can we feel from theſe Ruins? 

Rather, it will, one Day, be delightful to look back, 

From ever-blooming Flow'rs to theſe paſt Thorns. 

But it would, indeed, be a Woe of indelible Tincture 

To go from the Evils of Time to thoſe of Eternity. 


THE END. 
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